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had always its welfare at heart. And greater, indeed3
was their contribution to the synthesis of religions and
cultures which was the most cherished dream of the
emperor's life. Neither is it to be overlooked that by
their acceptance of the democratic Muslim ideas of
political and social organisation, the Rajputs helped in
the fusion of the Hindus and the Muslims
in many spheres of their corporate life. No impartial
historian can fail to give credit to these pioneers
of Indo-Muhammadan culture which is the greatest
gift of the Moghuls to this country.

Akbar's insatiable thirst for knowledge brought him
into intimate contact with many saints and scholars
of different schools of thought. The renowned Mus-
lim saint Shaikh Salim^ the famous mystic Dadu with
whom Akbar had a discussion for' forty days, the Sufi
free-thinker Mubarak who was well-known for his
knowledge of the literature and philosophy of Greece,
the Brahmin Pandit Purushottam5 the Jaina scholar
Hiravijaya, the Parsi theologian Dastur Meher&the
Jesuit Father Rodolfo were only a few out of a large
number of thinkers and saintly personalities of the
time, with whom Akbar used to have free exchange of
views regarding philosophies and cultures of which
they were then the recognised exponents.

The emperor was also keenly interstedin science
and history. "Among the books of renown,"
says Abul Fazl3 "there are few that are not read in
His Majesty's assembly hall; and there are no historical
facts of the past ages, or curiosities of science* or